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' CONGRES

Houst or REPRESENTATIVES,

Oy

Monday, Nov. 144
The following gentlemen ure ap-
pointed on the different u_r_mmn!lt::'s on
the subjecls comprizecd in hePresi=
dent’s message ¢ ! .
On the subject of our relations suith
oreign powers, Messrs, G. W, t‘--.mlw-
bell, Nicholas, Mumford, Fisk, (..!:n._»m- _
pion, J. Montgomery,' Buacon, Tay-
lor, and Porter. R
On the subject. of fortifications,
M'BE'H‘I:!. Blount, Burwcll, ‘(Jnuk.,
Goldsborough, Riker, J. K. Smith, aud
Troup. (o
- On the—ubject of onr mn’;!m‘g; and
naval t’.&‘ra('?!z.s-fiu:f;m.\r, Messrs.. Nelson,
“Dawson, Tallmadge, Howard, Storer,
Butler, and Shaw. .
Dn the subjec’ c‘ﬂ prevising and im-
proving the militia systen, Messis.
Macon, Clay, Findley, Durelly Cutts,
_Sturges, and Johnson. .
On the subject cf the disposiion of
the surplussage qffnr revenue, 10 inter-
nal improvenents, e, Messrs. l{.nn:
dolph, Quincy, Brown, Kirkpatrick;
Lambert, Sawers-wud Deshe, 7
EXECUTION AND EVASION
OF LHE EMBARGO LAWS. |
Mr. Elliot’s resolution calling for
information on these ‘subjecls,” way
taken up and agreed to, without op-
position.

ST ADMEN,
On motion Mr. Newton, thes
House came t6 the following resoluti-+
on : .

Fesolved, That the committee on so
much of the message of the President
of the U. States.as pelates to'the mili-
tary and naval eftablithments, be 1n-
firudted to enquire into the cxpediency
of authorising thePresident ofthe U.
States to employ such additional num-
ber of scamen, not exceeding y A8
in his opinion the publC service may
require, and that the committec have
leave to report by bill orotherwise.

My, Burwell, from the commnittee
appointed  to ‘wait on the President
with the resolution requefting him to
lay before the House copies ot certain
orders anddecrees, &c. reported: that
they hud performed the duty assigned
them,.and bad received for answer
that the President ‘would cause the
papers called for to be laid before the
House as soon as possible, - :

On motion of Mr. Bacon, a resoluti-
on.was adopted, “inftructing the com-
mittee of Polt=Offices—and-Polt-Rouds
to enquire into the propriety of provid-

“1ug for the transportation by mail, 4ree
of expence, oftlse docunents accom-
panying the message of the President
of the United States, ‘

EMBARGO. - :

‘Mr. Mumisrd oftercd the following
Resolution @ ' e .

Resolved, That the aé& laying an”
embargo on all the fhips and vesselsin
the ports®and harbors of the - United

States, and the several afls supple-
mentary thereto, be repealed, so far
as to allow the fhips and vessels of the
U, States to departwith their caigoes
for those countries not subjedt to the
decrees of France, or those subject to
the Britifh orders tn council.

Mr. Mumiord observed, that his

——objett-was,—simply, tocnguire-into

~ the propriety of opening our trade with
those countries not subjeét to the or-
ders and decrees of England and
Frauce, viz. Spain and ‘her colonics
in the Ealband Weft-Indies, including
~Buenos Ayvres; Portugal and her co-
onies in the Ealt and Welt Indies,
~including the Brazils; China and -the

_-native ports in India; Russia; Den-
ark ; Sweden and her island at"St,

‘Burtholomew?’s in the Welt Indiesy
the coaft of Barbary; and the island ot

“Hauyti. . 5 S :

The vesolution was referred to the
committee of'thé whole, to whom  se-
veral resolutions on the same subjett
h:wc been 'I't.'ft:l‘t‘l:d, without Ql)l)()si_
tion, - :

04

On motion of, Mr, Blackledge, the

House came to the following resolu-
tion : -

Mr. Ghittesdens Reseltion.

THis resolution togéther with seves
ral othersy referfed to a” committee of
the whole, having veen made the or-
derof this day, the Speaker Rated the
circumltance.

My, Chittenden said, «in conse-.
quence ol a wifh t‘.\']‘ﬂ‘t‘ﬂ‘.‘:‘-t:Ll by svveral
gentlemen, that the subject fliould not
be discussed to=day, he would yave
the calling it up. °

Severalpetitions and resolutions on
‘the subject of poll-roads, and’ several
petitions of a private nature, were pre-
sented and referred. _ .

Mr. Smilie observed, that since it
was determined that the House were
not prepared to go into a discussion to-
dav, a8 many committees had been
appointed,  he moved an adjourn:
menit, o give trem time 1o meet.
Carrted. ,

7 wesdnyy Novembir 154

‘Mr. Sawver bepped eave to add
ane more resolution to tiose already
before the House on the subje@ aof the
embuargos

e Resolved, That itis expedient for
the Unjted States to open a commu-
nication “and trade with the Weft-In.
dies generally.”

The resolution was referred to' the
committee of the whole to whom se-
veral resolutions on the same SLllet.'(‘f‘L
have been referred.

: IWednesday, Nov. 16.-

Mr. M*Creery presented the peti-
“tion of thirty-six American citizens
confined at Carthagena, ‘in South-
‘America, under sentence of slavery.
The petition is ‘dated from the vaults
of St. Clara, Carthagena, Sept. 16,
1808. The petitioners flate that they
were brouglit from New York ina fra-
dulent manner, in the armed (hip Le-
axder, Thomas Lewis commander,
onihe 2d of February, 1806, together
with-many-other citizens;-they detail
the sufferings they have undergone;
and ftate that they feel confident; from
the jultness of their claim to the inter-
ference and protection of the conftitu-
ted authorities. ol their country, that
measures will be adopted to reltore
them to hiberty. ]

This p::tili'nn was referred to a com-
mittee consilling ol Aive members.

Mr. Chittenden called for the order
ofthe dayv-on his resolufion on the sub-
je@t of the emburo.

Mr. Smilic thought, from the com-
mencement of this business, they had
takenan irreaular conrse. In his opi-
wion all the resolutions an this eubicél
w{Fould have been referred to the com- -
mittee-on-that part-of the mecssage of

- the President oi the U. S. rglating to

foreipn rclations.  And to get-at “this—
objeét he moved to discharge the com-
mittee of'the whole from the cor)s_ndur-
ation of those resolutions.

The Sgeaker ibformed Mr. Sn_‘:i'lie
that the motion could not be received
while another was pending.

OGn the queflien to take, Up ._the- or.
der of the day 1t was I'It‘giil—l\’dl_}.‘-——
Avess 3t = : : :

M. Cook said he could not discern
any disposition in-the House to submit

i to the orders and 'decrees ‘of Britain

and Frunce, and as ‘the msnlutifms
which had been offered did not precise-
Iy meet his ideas, he had begged leave
to submit another:

Resolved,  That the aé In}’iqg‘ an
embargo onall-fhips-and-vesscls-in. the
ports and-harbors-of the U. S. and the
severalacls supplementary thereto, bhe
repealed, so far as to permitthevessels

| ofthe U.'S. to depart with their car-

goes for those counntries not subjett to
the decrees of France, nor the orders
of the Britilh council ; and

That the citizens of the U. S. be au-
“thorised by lnw to arm and equip their

fending them againft ¥rench "”.d Bri_—
tifh cruisers, who ‘may ‘molelt’ or at-
tack them when bound to any portor
place notactually inveftedor Iﬂnc.kadcd.
~On the sugpellion of Mr Elliot, the
Speaker observed that the firlt clause of
the resolution had been moved by Mr,
Mumford, and was already before the
House.
The second clause was then referred

Resoloed, That the committee of
-Commerce and Manufactures be in-

ftruéted to enquire into the expediens

cy of authorising the President of the
U, States to employ an additional
number of revénue cutters; and that
they report by bill-or otherwise,

to the same committee to whom reso-
lutions on the same subject have been
referred.

']
—_—

Thursday, Nov. 17. :
Mr. Livérmore said he held in his
_hand scveral petitions from inhabitants

_ merchant vessels for the purpose Ofd"'",

af the flate of Massachusetts, sip;ri('d'hy'|
between 4 and 5000 persons, praying |
for a repeal of the embargo lews.

One ot the petitions (from Newbus
ryport) was read.

[In this petition the following sen-
tence was.twice read, by desire of onc
of the members : ; : -
“ Jour memovialists “wonld further!
represent to your honoruble body that
theey have witnessed with great surprise”
m{u’ m’m-m, (4] .s-y.s-rf'mrm'f' u!!r'm/;! among
the enenties of the people to excite a be-
licf that our ndtion has it in its power
oily u choice of evils ¢ that un embargo,
or war with Great Britain s our only
aiternative i an opinion which appears
to yoir memorialists whelly devoid of
Joundation. Whatever injustice the UL S,
_n}r:y have sustained from that power,
we cannot perceive that a war with her
would be either necessary or just, whilst
she ebinceson fier part a disposition for
an amicable settivment of all suljects of
conlroversy i and especially, when e
view her esalmost alone maintuining a
colitesty on the successfulissie of whach
depend the rivhts and libertics of the
civilised world.’ ] .
. These petitions were all referred,
without opposition, to the committee
to. whom scvoral resolutions on the
sume subject have been referred.

i Tereign Reldations.

M. NMacon said alvead: had many
resolittions been submitted to the con-
sideration'of the House onthe subject
ol our forvign relations, and the em-
bargo; some for a wotal and some. for
a partial repeat of it. As none of the
mationy hiad et hig eotire approbu-
tion, and as he considered this as one
of the moll impervtant queflions that
could comie betore the House, he with-
ed to' takea course different from that
which had been given to the others on
the same subject,

[ bave beew afionifhed (said™ Mr.
NM5) to see so-many resolutions on- the
subjet of the cmburgo, and none coi-
templating its entire continuance, - Is
the American nation ready to bow: the
necl? Are weready to submit to be
taxed by Great Britain and France as
if we were their colontes? Where is
that spirit swhich enforced a simple re-
solution of the old Congress, not then
‘bineling upon the peopiz,. as alaw f'rm‘n
heaven? Isitextner? Isitloltfo this
nation? 1 :
cededevery otdier motive in e breaits
of Americans® Shall the majority go-
vern, or'fhall a few wi ked and aban-
doned men drive this nation from the
pround it hastaken? s it come to this,
that a law  conltituticnally  enached,
even alter atormal decision in favor of
its conititutionality, cannot be enlor-
ed? Shill the nation give way (o an
opi-msit'mn ofa few, and those ll.u: molt
profligate part of tile community? I
think the {tund we took laft yvear was a

maintainit.  Jult as our measare is
beginning to oy ‘rate, juftas provisions
are becoming scarce in the Welt Indies
and elscewhere, - notwithftanding the
evasione of our law, weare called up-
on to repenl it. I thould not have!
made this motion at this time, had iu
not been for the petition jult presented.
When I ftand beve, sir, chyrged by a
part of the community with being one
of *“the ¢nemiecs of the people” not-
withftanding I am willing to commit
~the-petitiontrealing.it with.that LS
pect which 1 conceive to be '-tlue {‘l.'{illl
us to the praver of any portion of the
peopte; I with my -sentiments on this
subject to be scen. :

A proclamation has bheen issued by
one of the belligerents since the pas.
sagre of our t:f:i"n'.n'gn law, sir: l.eok
atit. What savsit? Clearance or no
clearance, we will receive any ngutril

ing of neutrals, recollect that there is
no nation in the civilised worldthat hus
a claim to the title, except ourselves.
“This proclamation then tells our citi-
zens ¢ Evade the laws of your.country,
and we will receive ind proteét you.”
This is the plain Englifh of it.

If the mad powers of _If‘._lnnpc had
(‘nlt:l‘cd i'l‘ltn Cfll'l"lp',li".(‘[ 10 lﬂ‘}llrt' s 08§
much as they could, they could not
*have taken a more direct course to it,
I consider them bLoth alike, and the
measures [ would “take would place
them both on the same footing, I
have made my resolutions as general
as possibie, to give all latitude to the
cominittee, :

\

|

Mr.

follow :

Resoloed,  That' the -cnrﬁmittee

pointed on that part of the Pl‘l:side:!.
message which relates to gyy I'm'e.-iH
relations, be inflructed to enquire imn
the expediency of exrluding I,}}: | n
from the ports, harbors, ahd wa s
the U. S. all armed fhips
belonging to any of the
powers, having in force orders op de
crees violating the lawiul commerce 1
the U, S. as a nation. e u

M. thenrread his resolutiong 4

ters of
and Vessels
hul]iggrum

Kesolved, That the same commityes
he i1'lll-ru¢.jh:d to enquire into the ¢
diency of prohibjting by ‘law’ the
mission itto the ports, harbors and Wil
ters of the UL S, any thip or vegsel [,L
longing to orcoming from any place i
the possession of any of the abiove e,
tioned powers and alsn the importatio
of any goods, wares and merchandi:
the growth, produce and ’m:mufzu:u:
of the dominions of any of the '5;1;.1
[JU Waers,

[\’{:saa’wd! That the same com Mittes
be inflructed to enyuire into the EXpes
diency ol amending the act lay ing an
embargo and lhf‘. several acts supple.
mental and additional thereto,

On the subject of the fiv(t of these re.
solutions. (smd Mr. M) it might ba
proper to interdict the ¢ntrance of all
armed vessels; although I have con.
fined the terdiction to the—bellige.
rents. A certain time migrtht be fixed
at which the sccord thould go into
operation, i

[ have thoughtproper, sir, to bring
forward ail these resolntions together,
to ihew my own opinion on whatoughe

xp:-,.
ad.

Has th= lTove of uin 1'-.1!%"--.-:'*.’"

proper one ; and I am for taking every |
measure for enabling the nation to

to be done.” It is time {or those who
think the embargo a luwful and yro-
per measure Lo come forward and de.
clareit. No other pt:t‘soﬁ having as
yet thought proper todo it, I have now.
done it.
right ; that it was right to pass lawsto
enforce it and belieying this; I feel nof
hesitation in avowing it.  Time ha
heéen when the impressment of our se
men'was cvicd out againft by a large
majority of Congress.” Now the cry
isthat we will not let them go and be
tuken.  INeither of the two great pow.
ers of Europe bave fhewn the leaft dis.

ther I hape thall we. | I believe we
have but three alternatives—avar, em-
bargo, or sutnission. = Lhe TibT dis-.
card ;—this nation never will sttbmit;
nor are there many people wie the

would, Thatout of the queftion, they

the only queullion s, whether in e
present (tate of the world, the embarg
or war 15 the beft for us,  Arm your

Te@tly. Tl weare to ave war, I (hoult J8
‘ratherhaye it openly, apd let the na
tion know thit we mean it. I amlor
the embargo yet. 1 am told flouris

is 14 fhillings tterling a buihel in Eng (5
Jand.

hered to, through Spain and Porwy £
France, if fhe carries her armies i b

I believe the embargo was 5

])(l!ii[iﬂ“ topelax their measures; ne. 88

L
merchantmen, as has been proposed, |58
send them olit, und you have warde 8

_from-30 to 50 dollars a barrel in th S
Welt Indies; Tam also told that whe FESeES

Pt
r"‘
L U

vessel into our ports; and, in speak- |

that country, caunot support them.—
Nor can Spain supportherown armics,
tain_ senas there; for where ywar 18§
waged, almolt all agriculture is deftroy

ackno vledge oui-"]'igi{ts. <If T am mis
taken-in o opiniony—kwifhthat mes
sure 1o be adopted which may bell}
maintain our vights-and il‘|[_‘1t‘.pt‘l‘.(1t’ﬂ[h§
fered by * My, Muacon were :'ngrtt‘d—_t

without a division. The third v
ordered to lie onjthe table, ~Ayvs 78,

by him for repealing the embargo:
Mr. Quincy called for the Yeas ;mi

Nays on the motion to go into, O™

thittee of the whole on the subject

negatived, Yeas 56—Nays 58.

not on this day tuke up the subjech

Monday, Nov. 14, . |
" The Senate took into considera §
i".s motions, severally made by &%
White, My, ‘Lloyd, and Mr. £
as heretofore flated, and ngrrcd toith

|
{ b

L}

ed ; and itonly requires firmness in s g8
to force them both by this measure to g

T'he firfl and second resolutions ﬂfﬁ“

My, Chittenden’s Resolution. - 8
M. Chittenden called for the nj'dj
of the dayon the resolution submitit® &g
it

The queflion was then taken; ani_u

S0 it was decided that the houae i B
SENATE OF THE U. STATE
Mriz
Rect, 8

same. It will be recollected that '}': }
- motion of Mr, White calls for the “I8

.".

B -

) “.I.- \
1'his muft bave an effeét, irad B2

) o - [
and dat the same time those that G, Bri- s

in
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B
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DOCUMENTS
| Accompanying the President’s Mes-
| sage of the 8th of Nov. 1808, -
((,‘r,mfuf{(:(!.)"

N _From”ff“‘ Secretdary of State'to My,
. A = :

Lrskine.

Department of Statey,— )

Marei 25, 1808, |
SIR—ITaving laid before the Pre-
b cident vour letter of the 23d of Febru-
® ., cxpinining the character of cer-
¥ (.0 Britth orders of council issued in
' Novemberlalt, I proceed to communis.

" cute the obstérvations and representa- -

tions which will masifelt to your gos
vernment the sentiment of the Presy-
dent ou o deep a violation ofithe com-
merce and rights ofthe UL States.
These orders interdict to neutral na-
tions ar rather to the United States
now the only commercial nation in a
flate of neutrality, all commerce with
the enemics of G. Britain, now nearly
the whole commercial world, with cer«
tain exceptions only, and under cer-
tain regulations, In.ut too cvidently fi-
thioned to the commercial, the nianu-
b facturing and the fiscal policy of Great
§ Dyitaing - and con that acconnt,
independence of wenttal natioins,
“Ihe-orders-are-the more—calenlated

the !
more derogatory from the honor and |

to e cuite surprise ‘in the U, Stai s as !
they-have disregarded the remonfiran- |

ces conveyed in my Jetter of tie 20ih
and
ther
Lur plea, inthe month of January, 1607.

209th March, 1807, agrainft fins-
1 ')
oriler of council issued on ‘i shimi-

oo those jl.:“ remonilrances,. no an-

swer was indeed ever given ;. whillt the
ordir hasheen continued iniis pernici-

ous vperation againlt the lawiul com-
merce of the UL States, and wesnow |
find added to it othérs, inflitating (Lill

|
|
i

more rainous depredations, without

even the alddition of any new pretextit (hem.

andl when morcover it 15 notorious,

1
|
|

that the order of fanuary was of a ng- |

any injurivs to Gereat Britain that could ¢
be apprehended from the illegal opera="
tion-of-the Irench-decree on-which-the—

orders was toretalinte, had thatdecree ¢
in its illegal operation’becn actually ap-: .

quicsced in by then.

Thelaltorders, like that of January,
proceed on the molt unsubfuntial foun-
dation.  “They assume for fact an ac-
quiescence of the United States in an
unlawful application to them' of the
I'rench deeree: and they assume for a
principle that the right of retaliation
accruing to one belligerent againlt a
neutral, through whom an injury is
_.donebyanother belligerent, is not to

have tor its measure that of the injury

plied to the UL States, ind been acs—ion of the Erench de

"

1}

received, but may be exercised in any |

extent, and under-any modifications,

which'may suit the pleasure or the poli- |

cy of the complaining party. —

~The fact, sir, is unequivocally dis-
owned. It isnot tru# that the United
States have acquicsced in an illegal
operation of the French decree: nor
18t even true that at the date of the
Britiflv orders of Nov. 11, a single ap-
plication of- that decree to the com-

merceof the United States on the high -

scas ‘can be presumed to have been
known to the Britith government.

The Fronch decree in queftion has
two dillinet aspects, one cleéarly-im:
porting an intended operation within
the terVitorial limits as a local law, the
other apparenty importing an intended
operation on the high seas.

Under the firft aspect, the decree,
however athorwise objectionable, cah-
not be said to have ‘violated the neu-
trality of the U, States, I (he gZOvern-
iy powers-on the continent of E urope

thovse to exclude from their ports Bri-
tith property” or Brinfh productions,
cr neuniul vessels proceeding  from
Britith ports, itis an a€l of sovereign-

ty. which the [United States have no

richtto controvert, ‘I he same SOVE.

Foiguty is excreiscd by G, Britain at all

ot prizes.

I'RIDAY,

times, in peace as well as in war, to-

wirds her friends as well as her ene-
micson Her {tatute hook =~ presents a
thousand-illultrations.

It is, only, therefore, under the
other aspect of the decree, .that it can
have violated neotral rights; ‘and this
would have resulted from its execu-
tion on the high scas, whether on the
pretext of a nominal blockade, or with
@ view to enforce a domefticwenulation
againft foreign vessels, not within the
domellic precincts, but under the. au-
thority and
nations. .

Had then the: French decree been
exceuted on the high seas againlt the
commerce ol the United States with
Great Britain, and have the United
States acquicsced in the unlawful and
mjurious proceeding ? =3

I ltate, sir, on undeniable authori-
ty that the fivlt inftance in which that
decree- was put in force againft the
neutral "rights of the United Siates,
was that of the Horizon, an American
[bip bound from Greut Britain to Lima,

¢ wrecked within the territorial jurisdic-

tion of- Irance but condemned wnder
an exposition ot the decree exrending
to the high. seas its operation againit
neutrals. © This judicial decision took
priaceas bateas tie 16th day of Odlo=
ber, 1807, and was notaflicially known
to the minidter |';I-.-1'.ipmi'.-'nii.n‘\' of the
United States at Pars, till some time
m Noevember, - At the date therefore
of the tirfl order of (Grear Hritain, no
Injury’ whatever had beon done to-her,
thratigh an aggression on the commerce
ofthe Umnited Stages.. No o oy L -
tion even had been seflicieatly anhor.

1zed that the express Hipulation-in- the |

treaty of France with the United Stutes
2 o 4

woutlkd not_exempt their commetet at

lealt trom any cdice i_ucnmpnliblr_- with

only agpreasion which had then oceur-
red was—pregy—eertainly unknown to
the Britith povernment, and could.
théretore have hadao fhare in
ing thisalledzed retaliation. JET
‘T'o this fact, that the {hip Horizon
was the firfbthat occurréd ofan exceu-
cree on the high
seas,. I am able to-add, that as late as!
the 30th of November, no other case
had been brought into the French court
From accounts which have
lately appeared, it1s more than- proba-
ble that uniawiul captures by I‘rench
cruizers have since taken place, but it
remains, to be known whether they are
to be referred to the concurrence of the
French government in the judgement
pronounced in the case of the liins*izon,
or not rather to a French decree of the
17th December laft professing to be a
retdhiation of the Britith orders of No-

s vember 11,

I Ttate with equal confidence, that at
po tithe have the U, States acquiesced
?]‘l'l-‘i()].lLlf)nH of their nentral rights in-
Jurious to G, Britain, erany other belli-
gerent nation.-  So far were they, in
particulary from agquiescing in? the
French deerec of Ndyember 1806, that
the moment it was kdfown to their mini-
fter av'Paris, he called forexplanatiofs
of its meahing to the U. States, which
were favorable, and uncontradicted by
the aperation.of the decree; that he
fteadily watched over the [er'-,-."rdings
under it, with a readiness to interpose
againft any unlawful extension of-them
to the commerce of the U: States ; that
no time was loft, after the decree came
to the knowledge of the government
here, in giving him proper in{lruétions
on_the subject; that he' was equally
prompt, on receiving the decision of
the court in the case of the Horizon, in
presenting to the French governnient a
remonilrance in terms which can never
be censured fora defectof energy ; and
that'by the firlt opportunity after that.
decision reached the president the par-
ticular inftructions required by it were
forwarded to that mimifter. Nor is it

.

DECEMBER 2, 1808.

protection of the law of

to be forgotten that previous to the Bri-
tifh orders of November, it had been
explicitly communicated to the Britifl
government by the American minilter

dicted by any overtact had been given
to our minilter at Paris, “‘hifhjll{liﬁt‘ﬁ
arcliance thavthe Erench decree wonld
not be put inforce againft the U, States,
and that the communication wius re-
peated to the Britifh government in-
mediately on the publication of those
orders, ' %

What more could have been required
“fon thepart of the U, States to obviate
Britain? Retaliations are measures of
rigor inall cases. - Where they are to
operate through a'third and involuntary
party, they will never be haflily resort-
ed'to bv a magnanimous or a jult pow-
cr; which will always allow to the thivd

the case, and will neverpermit itself to

at Liondon, that C.\'phm:lliuns uncontra-

retaliations of any sort onthe part of G.

parfy its right to discuss the merits of

. ONE HALF IN ADVANCE.

alohe it belongs to resent or disregard

1t

Bring the case before us to this plain
and cquitable teft.  The French de-
crec of November, 1806, undertook to
declare the Britifh isles in a ftate of,
blockade, to be enforced if you please
{ ngainlt the neutral commerce of the

United States on the high seas, accord:
ing to the fuculty possessed for the pur-
pose. As far as it was actually en-
forced,cor an ¢ffedt resulted from an
-apprehension that it could and would
he enforced, it was an ijury to Great
| Britain, for which let it be supposcd
the United States' were answerable, —
On the other hand, as far as it was not
enforced, and evidently either would
not or could nat be enforced mo injury
was experienced by Great-Britain, and
L noremedy could lie againft the United
States, * Nowy sir, it,never was pre-
tended that at the date of the firft Bri-

tith order issued in January, 1807, any
injury bad accrued to, or was appre-

hendgd by Great Britain from an exe-
cution of the French decree againft the
commerce of the United States, on the

enforce its measures, without afford-
ing a reasonable timé for the use of rea-
sonable means for subflituting another
remedy.  What would be the situation
of neutral powers, if-the fislt blow le=,

palternative,

nroduce

velled through them by one belligerent
:
“geance of the latter and an inftant de-
ctaration of war againft the former?
Reason revolts aguinft this as the sole
¢.  The U, States could no
more be bound to evaiie the Britifh or-
ders by an immediate war with France,
tham they were bound to atone for the
I burinine af the rench fhip of war on
~the ‘fhore of North Cuarolina, by an

Bricain.

With respeét ta_the: principle assu-
mud by the Britith orders,it is perfeét-

A 4 v clenr thatit could notjuftify them in
At the date even of the latter |

orders;—of Nov. 11, it appears thatthe |

| the extentziven to their operation,if the
[icts, erroncously assumed could have
been fully suftained. L
Retatration is a specific or equiva-
lent return of injury for Injury. receiv-
cdd s and where it is to operate through
thesntéreftof a thivd party having no
voluntary-participation inthe injury re-
ceived, the return ought as already -ob-
scrved, to be infliGted with the mollt
forbearing hand. .
This 15 the language of common
sense and the cleareft cquity. « As the
right to retalist: results merely from

nature of*things extend beyond the ex-
tent of the suffering. ‘There may often
be a difliculty in applying this rule with
exactness, and a reasonable latitude
may be allowable on thdt consideration.
But a manifefll and- extravajgant depar-
ture from-the-rute can find no apology.

What then is the extent of the nju-

the-mensure-of-herenemiesasfaras-the

. the UL S, can render them in any sense
responsible ! -

A mere declaration by-a belligerent,
without the intention or means to car-
ry it into eflfecl, againft the rights and
obligations of a neutral nation, and
thence againft theinterells of another
belligerent, could afford no pretext to
the latter o retaliate at the expence of
the' veatral.  The declaration mipht
give. jult offence-to the neutral, but it
would belong-to him alone to decide |
on the course prescribed by the respect !
he owed to himself, No real damuge
having accrued to the belligrerent, no in-
demnity could accrue.,

For the same reason, a declaration
of a belligerent which/he is kiows to-
be either not in a sitwation, or nor to
intend, to carry but partizlly into e¢xe-
rn?tiun againlt a neutral, to the Hiury .
olfanother belligerent, could never .;t;:\"-;: '
more.than. a right to 4 commensurare
redress againfl the neutral, AN e, 3
inaining unexecuted and evidently pot
torbe executed, is merely oltensible
warking no in:Ll:'jr to am',' 1 leae—it }

il

W Lie Coerepect to the neutral, to wihivi !

apainit another, was to leave théem no |
clivice buthetween the retaliating ven-

imimediateresort to urms againft Gt

\thcatrc_ of their neutral rights.  So far
fyomit, that the order (tands self con-
demped as a measure of rétaliation, by
expredsly flating  that the fleets —of-
France and her allics, inftead of bein
_able to enforce the blockade of the Bri-
tifh isles, were themsclves_confined to
their own ports by the ¢ntire superiori-
ty of the Britifh navy : converting thus,
by the ftrangeft of reasonings, the se-
curity. of Great Britain againfl injury
from the French decree, into a- title to
.commit injury on a neutral party. In
the November orders also, avhillt it is
*admitted that the Frefich <lecrée could

‘not_be but imperfeétly executed for
want of meaps, ic is asserted that the
intention of the French decree, and
not the injury accruing from its ope-
ration through the commerce of the
Unbited States, is. the. scale by which
the retaliating injury againfl them is to.
be measured. - - '

Such are the pretexts and such: the
“principleson which one great branch of
the lawful commerce. of this country

~becamea victim—to thefirlt-Britifh-ore

der, and on which the lift orders are

-Dow sweeping from the ocean all its

molt valuable remains., J

the wrong suffered, it cannot in the '

ry experienced by Great Britain from .

. operation-of those *measures through

Againft such an unprecedented sys-
tem of  warfare on neutral rights and
national independence, the common
feelings of mankind muft forever pro-
tedt, s '
i I touch, sir, with rclu@ance the

queftion on. which. of 'the belligerent

sides the invasion of neutrul rights had
1ts origin. As the U. 8. do .not ac-
quiesce in these invasions by either,
there could be no plea for involving
thém into the controversy. Butasthe

Britiliorders have made the decree of

Ff':mcc, declaring, contraiy to the law

of natious, the Briti(h islands in a ftate

of blockade, theimmediate foundation

of their deltruétive warfare on our
COMMIErCe, it 'lJulongs to the suhjué’t to
re mi_nd yvour government of Lht“i!ll'gill
mterruptions.and sspoliations suffered,
previous to that decree, by the neutral
commerce of the United States under

~ the proceedings of Britith cruisers and

caurts, ‘and for the inoft partin conse- -
quence of ¢xpress.orders-of the govern-
mentitself. — Omitting proofs of infe-
rior note, I referto the cxtensive ag-
aressions on the trade of the United

- States founded- on - the plea of block-
Cades, never legallv eftahjithed accord-

g o recaognized definitons; to the
it -more-extensive violations of “our-
commeuree with ports of her encnies,
not precended to be o aflate of hlock-
ade; and o the Britith order of coun-
Uil 155ned near the commemecement of
the exitting wars- This order, besides
ils goneral dnterpolation againft the

Ceftablifhed law of nations, s diftin-
- guithed by a special ingredient violat-
g thet laweas recognised by the colirse

{ (.‘-_- ’ . a7 o5 :
(Conbinued v Vil page. )




